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AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY BUSINESS INDICATORS, NOVEMBER 1994 


SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 


Series updated since the October !994 issue are: labour 
force, job vacancies, industrial disputes; housing finance, 
building approvals; consumer price index, average weekly 
earnings, retail turnover; hotels, motels and guest house 
accommodation (Australia and takings at constant prices 
for the ACT); and new motor vehicle registrations. 


Notable movements in this issue include: 


* Trend labour force participation rates in the ACT 
remained steady at 73.0 per cent. The 
unemployment rate for the ACT has increased by 
0.2 percentage points in October 1994 to reach 
7.6 per cent, and has decreased by 0.1 percentage 
points when compared to the same period in the 
previous year. 


* Long-term unemployment in the ACT fell from 
3,445 in August 1994 to 2,679 in September 1994, 
representing a decrease of 22.2 per cent. As a 
proportion of total unemployment in the ACT, it 
recorded a significant decrease of 30.4 per cent in 
September 1994, compared to a decrease of 
3.0 per cent nationally, 


® Job vacancies for the ACT were 2,400 in 
August 1994, an increase of 26.3 per cent from 
May 1994 and 71.4 per cent from August 1993. 
This is the third consecutive quarter of growth in 
job vacancies. 


# The number of dwelling unit approvals fell by 
11.1 per cent in September 1994 compared with 
August 1994. The value of building approvals for 
new residential buildings and non-residential 
buildings also fell in the same period by 
1.9 per cent and 31.2 per cent, respectively. 
However, the value of residential alterations and 
additions continued to climb. It increased by 
31.7 per cent in September 1994, 


® The All Groups CPI for the ACT increased by 


0.5 per cent between the June and September 
quarters 1994, resulting in an annual increase of 
1.4 per cent, Contributing most to this increase 
was health and personal care with 1.6 per cent 
(primarily due to cost of hospital and medical 
services — not published in ACT Business 
indicators}, followed by 1.5 per cent in 
transportation (mainly due to cost of vehicle 
insurance}. 


Trend estimates of retail turnover were 4.0 per cent 
higher in September 1994 than recorded in 
September 1993. The highest contributing 
components to the growth over the year were 
Butchers, Furniture stores and Floor coverings 
stores with increases of 45.5 per cent, 
25.5 per cent and 19.0 per cent, respectively (the 
above components. not published in ACT Business 
Indicafors). 


The trend in room nights occupied in hotels, motels 
and guest houses with facilities declined marginally 
by 0.1 per cent in the June quarter 1994, however, 
this represents an increase of 12.6 per cent from 
the June quarter 1993. Takings from 
accommodation at current prices fell slightly by 
1.1 per cent in trend terms, while takings from 
accommodation at average 1989-90 prices 
remained steady at $16.1 mittion. 


As with most States/Tervitory, trend estimates of 
new motor vehicle registrations declined in the 
ACT by 2.0 per cent. This represented the second 
highest fall following Queensland with 
3.8 per cent. This compares with Australia which 
decreased by 0.5 per cent. 


Dalma Jacobs 
Statistician Australian Capita] Territory 


INQUIRIES *for further information about statistics in this publication and the availability of related 
unpublished statistics contact Nives Marelic on Canberra (06) 207 0315 or any ABS State office. 


@ for information about other ABS statistics and services please contact Information Services on 


Canberra (06) 252 6627, 252 5402, 252 6007 or any ABS State office. 
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TABLE 1. AUSTRALIAN BUSINESS EXPECTATIONS: SALES, 
DECEMBER QUARTER 1994/S5EPTEMBER QUARTER 1995 
EXPECTED AGGREGATE CHANGE 


(per cent) 


Period 
Short-term 


Sept. 1993-Dee. 1993 
Dec. 1993-Mar. 1994 
Mar. 1994-June 1994 
Tune 1994-Sept. 1904 
Sept. 1994-Dec, 1994 


Mediom-term 


Sept. 1993-Sept. 1994 
Dec, 1993-Dec. 1994 
Mar. 1994-Mar. 1995 
June 1994—-June: 1995 
Sep. 1994-Sep. [995 


Australian 
Capital 
Territory 


Austraita 


fudicator Unit 
POPULATION, ¥ITAL AND LABOUR 
POPULATION, March qtr 94 600 
Natural increase 1. 
Net migration m™m. 
Total increase no. 
TAROUR FORCE, Oct. 94p 
Original series 
Employed "000 
Unemployed “000 
Unemployment rate(a} % 
Participation rale(a) & 
Long-term unemployed (Sept. 94) no. 
Long-term unemployed as percentage total 
unemployed (Sept, 94) & 
Trend serics 
Employed "DOO 
Unemployed 000 
Unemployment rate(a) a 
Participation ratefa} g: 
JOB VACANCIES, Aug. qlir 94 “CKX) 
INDUSTRIAI. DISPUTES IN PROGRESS, July 94 
Working days lost "000 
Days lost per "000 employees (year ended July 94) no. 
BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION 
HOUSING FINANCE, Aug. 94 
Secured commitments to indivichals for 
Original series 
Construction of dwellings $m 
Purchase of new dwellings $m 
Purchase of established dwellings $m 
Total heusing commitments Bon 
Seasonally adjusted series 
fetal housing compnitinents Sm 
Trend scrics 
Total Aeashig commitments gm 
BUILDING APPROVALS, Sept. 94 
Dwelling umits ne, 
Value of new residential $m 
Value of residential alterations and additions $m 
Value of non-residential $m 
Value of total building fm 
BUILDING COMMENCEMENTS, June gtr 94 
New houses TK. 
Value of houses commenced $m 
Valuc of non-residential building commenced $m 
Value af total commencements Sm 


PRICE INDEXES 
Established house price index, June qlr 94 
Price index of house building materials, Aug. 94 


(1989-905 190.0) 


(b} 


Australian Capital Territory 


Latest 


TABLE 2. AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY BUSINESS INDICATORS, NOVEMBER 1994 


Australia 


Change from Change from 


previous same period 
period previous year 
(%) (%} 
6.3 0.6 
5.8 - 13.6 

~ 110.3 - 96.9 
246.8 - 67.6 
-14 0.1 
6.8 12.5 
0.5 0.7 

- 0.6 -O5 
—22.2 -1i? 
- 0.4 -7.0 
-0.1 1.2 
2.4 — 
0.2 -O1 

-- - (4 
26.3 Wa 
100.0) — 66.7 
~ 25 875.0 
+ 16.7 — 35.6 
18.5 S19 
-4.() -43 
-2.8 - 29 
- 1960 itd 
-4.6 -02 
-11.1 04 
—1.9 -6.2 
41.7 49.1 
-— 412 28.8 
-108 10.0 
- 3.0 ~ 37.5 
4.7 — 33.9 

— 68.3 — 22.0 
—42.7 — 22.5 
- 0.8 _— 
~O.1 14 


Latest 
Sigure 


17 803.3 
34 933 
22 528 
5? 467 


TRA 
200.5 
3 004.4 
4027.3 


FSS5.2 


3 Sot 


17 428 
1591.5 
257.8 
563.6 
2 417.0 


33 G32 
41709 
2 322.3 
7 F7E2 


110.9 


155.0 


Change fram Change from 


previous same period 
perfod previous year 
(%} {9} 
0.3 1.0 
6.1 - 84 
446.4 22.8 
S5.} i? 
(07 3.5 
-9.3 - 16.5 
-O7 -18 
- 10 @.1 
1.1 ~143 

- 3.0 -49 
0.3 3.5 

- 0.9 - 13.9 
-OL - 1.6 
fl 0.2 
39.1 F537 
344 —26.7 
—33 — 50.3 
A 21.3 
18.4 32.5 
2.2 10.2 
a4 if 

— fat Od 
_i4 a? 
-75 10.1 
-117 190 
74 V5.1 

- 45.2 ~4R9 
47.2 -29 
7.2 10.2 
20.6 16.8 
2.9 20.8 
72.9 18} 
12 44 
0.3 4.2 
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TABLE 2. AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY RUSINESS INDICATORS, NOVEMBER 1994 — covitinued 


Indtcatar Unit 
PRICES, WAGES AND CONSUMER SPENDING 
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX, Sept. gir 94 (1989-91 100.0) 
Hood 
Heusing 


Transportation 
Ad? groups 


AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS, May qtr 94 
Original series 


Males $ 
Females $ 
Total persons B 
Trend series 
Males $ 
Females $ 
Tetal persons g 
RETATI. TURNOVER, Sept. 94 
Original series 
Grocers, confectioners, Lobacconists $m 
Department and general stores $m 
Hatels, hqaor stores, hiccnsed clubs $m 
ALD ather stores $m 
Total Sn 
Trend series 
Grocers, confectioners, tobacconists $m 
Department and general stores $m 
Hotels, liquor stores, licensed clubs $m 
All other stores $m 
Torat Sun 
TOURISM AND FRANSPORT 
HOTELS, MOTELS AND GUEST HOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, June qtr 94 
Original serics 
Room nights "O00 
Takiogs at current prices Sm 
Takings at 1939-1} prices $m 
Seasonally adjusted scrics 
Room oights “p00 
Takings at curreni prices $m 
Takings at 1989-) prices $m 
Trend serics 
Room nights “600 
Takings at current prices $m 
Takings at 1989—%) prices $m 
NEW MOTOR VEHICLE 
REGISTRATIONS, Sept. 94 
Motor vehicles nw. 
Scasonally adjusted motor vehicles no, 
Trend moter vehicles no, 
INTERSTATE ROAD FREIGHT 
MOVEMENT, June gtr 94 
Originating 000 tonnes 
Receiving “OOO tonnes 
AGGREGATE [INDICATORS 
STATE ACCOUNTS, June qir 94 
Original series 
Gross State product at current prices $m 
Stale final demand al average 1989-9) prices $m 
Private final consumption expenditure $m 
Private gross fixed capital expenditure $m 
Trend scrics 
Gross State product at cutrent prices $m 
State final demand al average 1989-90 prices $m 
Private final consumption cx penditure tm 
Private gross fixed capital cxpendirore $m 


Australian Capital Territery Austratia 
Change from Change from Change from Charge fram 
previous same period previous same period 
Latest period previous vear Latest periad previous year 
fiuure (%} (%) Jigure (%) {%} 
112.3 0.8 2.3 110.4 0.8 15 
99.7 (1.4 — 0.6 94.4 (1.5 —_ 
119.6 ha 25 i170 1.6 34 
112.6 hs id lig 6 ig 
714.0 0.2 5.9 625.1 -0.1 2.1 
496.0 il 2.7 422.8 1.4 41 
602.5 fl2 4.h SILE as 28 
720.5 2.1 V7 625.4 0.5 18 
492.5 L4 3.4 420.8 14 4 
605.1 £7 57 SIA7 Og Z3 
55.7 22 92 2 628.5 1.2 7a 
21.8 11.9 29 880.2 11.0 5.2 
12.9 10.3 44 1 0816 WY 11.4 
80.0 3.3 3.1 4 165.7 0.1 8.6 
£702 £2 6. § 766.0 6 at 
54.2 0.2 5.9 2 647.9 6.8 67 
22.9 - 0.4 22 9144 0.3 46 
12.4 — (8 — 8 1 $15.6 0.2 9.9 
81.3 9 4.0 4 238.2 O.7 95 
170.8 od 4.0 § 9161 06 &2 
199.2 - 2.6 6.5 § 196.9 -1.9 64 
17.2 L? 8.2 674.5 -4.2 10.2 
157 _— oi 580.7 -0.6 4.5 
207.0 - 2.8 ta? $ 358.5 0.5 6.5 
17.3 - 54 8.8 F142 -0.1 10.3 
15.8 3,7 9.7 ols 2.9 8.5 
209.5 - O11 12.6 & S073 1.0 72 
17.7 -il 9.3 720.1 1.2 1.5 
16.] _ 3.9 609.3 2.6 a3 
O34 ~129 ~ 139 SM) 233 -5.1 1.1 
on 49 - 105 48 841 OL 20.8 
903 - 2.0 - 9.6 50 177 —O.5 9.6 
102.9 124.7 133.9 4 663.2 33 6.4 
122.4 - 3.4 - 76 4 663.2 3.3 41 
2 289 45 5.4 107 566 47 6.0 
3 O41 9.4 -27 99 234 8.0 4.0 
| 206 2.9 3.1 66 237 3.6 4.8 
265 22.7 - 26.0 17 102 12.0 8.4 
2 295 0.6 3.0 108 656 i 5.5 
2 96! 0.4 1.0 QR 137 1.4 43 
1 318 - 0.4 3.0 67 518 4.3 5.5 
24 -12 145 16 895 2.6 9.5 


(a) Change shown in terms of percentage points. (b) ACT data 1986-87 = 100.00, Australia 19B5-86 = 110.0: 
Source: ABS Catalogue Nos: 3101.0, 5242.0, 5609.0, 6202.0, 6203.01, 6302.0, 6321.0, 6354.0, 6401.0, 6408.0, 6416.0, 8501.0, 8634.0, 8635.8, 8731.0, 8752.0, 9214.0, 9301.0. 
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TABLE 3. ACT IN RELATION TO THE REST OF AUSTRALIA 


Iidicator 


LABOUR FORCE 
Employed persons (trend) 
Unemployment rate (trend) 


BUILDING APPROVALS 
Dhwelling units approved 
Value of nonresidentiat 
building approved 
Value of all buildings approved 


ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION 
Value of engineering construction 
work done 


AVERAGE WEEKLY KARNINGS 


Full-time adult ordinary time (trend) 


RETAIL TRADE 
Retail tumover {trend} 


HOTE.S, MOTELS & GUEST 
HOUSE ACCOMMODATION 
Room nights occupied (trend) 


NEW MOTOR VEHICLE 
REGISTRATIONS 
Trend 


CONSUMER PRICE INDEX 
(1989-905 100.0) 
Food 
Housing 
Transporlalion 
All Groups 


Average retail prices (cents} 


$m 


$ 


$m 


“00 


no. 


Milk. carton, supermarket sales | litre 


Bread, white loaf, sliced, 


supermarket sales 680 p 
Beef, romp sicak l kg 
Chicken, frozen 1 ke 
Potatoes | kg 
Coffee, instant 150 g jar 
Scotch nip, public bar 30) ml 
Private motoring — petral, 

leaded 1 litre 
Privale motoring — petrol, 

unleaded 1 litre 


Latest 
period 


Oct. 94p 
Oct. 4p 


Sept. 


Sept. 
Sept. 


94 


94 
94 


June qtr 04 


May gtr 94 


Sep. 


o4 


June gtr 94 


Sept. 


1994 


NSW 


2 6813 


9.0 


5 452 


207.2 
920.2 


1 264.5 


632.7 


3 {3.2 


2 8918 


l 


Vie. 


996.7 
10.2 


2 719 


119.5 
424.9 


703.6 


613.5 


2 166.4 


l 


356.3 


V1 334 


Melb. 


108.4 

927 
118.4 
112.2 


106.0 


154.0 
111.0 
335.0 

70.0 
503.0 
254.0 


70.0 


Qld 


1 453.3 
9.1 
4 986 


1f4.! 
566.7 


748.3 


582.1 


1 383.6 


23429 


9 151 


Bris. 


110.7 
TO1.1 
115.8 
H25 


107.4} 


145.0 

1 147.0 
271.0 
76.0 
407.0 
237.0 


62.2 


393.0 


676.2 


472.0 


= 


WA 


612.0 


902.8 


791.0 


Tas. 


194.3 


10.6 


313 


78 
30.7 


7.1 


592.6 


218.5 


267.9 


NT ACT Aust. 
79.6 (54.3 & 005.6 
79 7.6 9.3 
209 264 17 4238 
3.9 14 563.6 
31.0 49.7 2 413.0 
$3.5 42i 3547.9 
634.2 716.0 616.0 
rp. i708 & S16) 
266.0 209.5 8 597.3 
S38 9030 SO.177 
Tyarwin Canberra Aust. 
112.8 112.3 110.4 
105.3 99,7 94.9 
114.9 119.6 117.0 
113.0 112.6 LLL 
94.0 109.0 Tha 
170.0 (65.0 nha 
$287.0 1 i050 La. 
358.0 253.0 Ta. 
84.0 73.0 Oa. 
556.0 439.0 ta 
285.0 268.0 tha 
74.8 735 ILa. 
73.3 FLO ta 
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TABLE 4. ACT IN RELATION TO THE REST OF AUSTRALIA — PERCENTAGE CHANGES 


Latest 
indicator period NSW Vie. Gd SA WA Tas, AT ACT Aust. 
LABCHIR FORCE 
Employed persons (trend) Oct. $4p 4 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.3 -O1 13 —0.1 0.3 
Unemployment rate (trend){a) Oct. 94p - 1 -%.1 —_— —_— -6.1 —- 0.1 0.2 -O.1 
BUILDING APPROVALS 
Dwelling units approved Sept. 94 -124 - 10.6 ~ 66 24 5.4 76 - 19.6 -Itl — 74 
Value of non-residential 
building approved Sept. 94 - 55.0 T2 - 213 1.5 ~ 19.7 - 35.0 - 30.0 — 31.2 - 435.2 
Value of all buildings approved Sept. 94 - 26.5 -$.1 -12.2 1.5 ~49 44 — 44.0 — 1OR -17.2 
ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION 
Value of engineering constriction 
work done June qtr 94 16.2 14.5 24.8 a4 6.3 26.3 23.6 6.0 15.8 
AVERAGE WEEKI.Y EARNINGS 
Full-time adult ordinary time (trend) May qir 94 1 1.2 | -0.1 0.7 a4 01.2 14 0.9 
RETAIL TRADE 
Retail turmrver {trend} Sept. 94 0.4 (L? 0.7 I. 0.7 0.3 np. 0.4 0.6 
HOTELS, MOTELS & GUEST 
HOUSE ACCOMMODATION 
Room nights occupied (trend) June gtr 94 0.4 1.8 0.8 -O.1 3.6 40} -2.9 -O.1 1.0 
NEW MOTOR VEHICLE 
REGISTRATIONS 
Trend Sent. 94 1.6 - 016 38 0] -0.1 1.6 0.9 2.0 0.5 
Syd. Melb. Bris. Adel. Perth Hobart Darwin Canberra Aus. 
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX 
(1989-995 100.0} 
Food Sept. qtr O4 0.7 {1.6 0.5 1.3 1.5 1.5 - O34 0.8 OS 
Housing Sept. qu 94 0.9 g.3 4 0.5 0.8 0.6 0.8 04 OS 
Transportapon Sept. qu 94 2.3 0.8 1.8 0.9 1.6 1.0 0.9 15 (.6 
All Groups Sept. qtr 94 0.9 0.2 0.9 0.4 0.9 O8 0S 0.5 0.6 
Average relail prices (cents) 
Milk, carton, supermarket sales Sept. gtr 94 2.0 1.9 19 4.1 1.0 45 _ 3.8 Ta, 
Bread, white loaf, sliced, 
supermarket sales Sept. gtr 94 ~18 0.7 - OF -O.8 12.1 39 1.2 -1.2 Ta, 
Beef, rump steak Sepl. qir 94 -2.0 0.8 - 01 14 O4 - 2.0 3.3 3.1 na. 
Chicken, frozen Sept. qtr 94 -6.8 4.7 -11L1 1.2 -16 -1L5 _— -9.3 na. 
Potatoes Sept. gtr 94 | — 4.1 -4.§8 16.2 -9.1 49 15.9 tha. 
Coffee, instant Sept. qtr 940 LAT 17.5 4] 33.3 16.7 2.5 18.6 L.6 ia. 
Scotch nip, public bar Sept. qtr 94 1.? 0.6 25 _ 18 0.8 ia. 
Privale motoring — petrol, leaded Sept. qtr 94 2.0 -t13 0.6 1.3 29 1.5 ime) 2.2 1a. 
Privale motoring — petrol, unleaded Sept. qtr 94 1.0 -L3 —0.5 OL 2.2 0.4 Oo? 14 Ia. 


(a) Change shown in terms of percentage points. 


Note: Figures in the above tables an: either preliminary, final ar revised ty previously published figures. Users should check the Latest relevant publication or with ABS Information 


Services if the status of the statistic is important. Symbels used in this publicalion: — nil or rounded Lo zero; na. - not available; p - preliminary data; ny. — not available for 
publication. 
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